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Welcome to our new readers and thanks to all who support Able & Willing. To celebrate our progress,
we offer this brief history. Please visit http://AbleAndWilling.org for newsletters, photos and more.

The work of Able & Willing began in 1995 with the
construction of a two room school building in
Tshamalale, Zaire (now, the Democratic Republic
of Congo), then a village with no electricity, wells,
toilets or schools. With the support from generous volunteers and donors, Myrt School expanded each year to include all levels from
preschool through high school as well as a technical school with fully equipped shops, computer
labs and library. A second campus, Myrt 2, was

Dear Friends,

started in 2007 in Poleni village a few miles away.

Our goals are to provide quality education, to
help disadvantaged students, to make the existing schools self-supporting and self-governing, to
build more elementary school classrooms, and to
finish construction on a clinic and nursing school.

With new board members, we are branching out
with new projects in Mali, Cameroon, Kenya and
other villages in DRC.

A Word From The Founder

As the old saying goes, “Success is the son of
many fathers. Defeat is an orphan."

The first part of this saying is certainly true for our
work in the Congo. The contributions of many
acting in common purpose have made it possible
for us to build and run a great school - MYRT
SCHOOL and WaMbuyu Tech in the Katanga
province of the DRC.

Myrt School for the last 12 years out of its 18
years in existence has achieved the top scores
on the national test for 6th graders. Typically,
100% of its students pass, far surpassing other
schools in the region.

planted by electricity from the hydroelectric power
line powered by Congo River – a project in which
we, with your help, were instrumental. A village
that had one educated man when we started now
has a great school and knows the value of education for all who are willing to work for it.

With progress comes new challenges. Foremost
among them are the acquisition and retention of
well qualified teachers. Because of the school’s
reputation for high performing students, other
wealthier schools entice teachers away with offers of better pay. Staffing WaMbuyu Tech is also
problematic because potential teachers with the
right skills are in low supply but high demand by
copper companies and other businesses that can
afford higher salaries. Some who want to work at
Myrt School because of its reputation for excellence demand more money and other favors in
order to stay on board and work with us.

The school’s success prompted many changes in
Tshamalale, the village where the school is located, which has been transformed from a village
of grass roofs into a part of the Quartier Golf, a
wealthy suburb of Lubumbashi city. Its first well,
which we helped to dig by hand, has given way to
water piped in from Lubumbashi. Diesel generators and other energy source are being sup-

Our progress to date has been spectacular in
many ways, and I thank you so much for your
part in that. “It takes a village to raise a child"
and we have done that. While we are proud of
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our success so far, we know we are not finished.
If we want to say on top of the game, let us be
humble, flexible, and continue to work harder
than before. It is not a time for us to relax but instead a time to take on new challenges. We can’t
do this without your help. Let us together be the
change we want to see.

Fall 2013

Sincerely,

Wa Mbuyu, Puma

Myrt School Projects

Although Myrt Schools have come a long way since 1994, there is plenty to do to improve and expand
opportunities for more children and young adults. Here are some of the top priority projects.

Security Wall Around Myrt 1 Campus.

Cost: $25,000
With the success of Myrt Schools came many changes to the community, mostly good but some came with security risks. A once nearly impassable dirt road to the
The security wall
school is now paved. City bus transportation now tercan double as the
minates at the school bus stop, officially called “Puma
exterior wall of
buildings as shown
Station”. A sparse rural village is now a relatively upin this photo of the
scale community of new-comers. Gone are the days
rear of the new
where neighbors knew and protected each other’s
workshops built in
property. Myrt School is now widely known for qual2012.
ity education and is a tempting target for thieves.

Finish the Multi-purpose Room.
Cost: $3,500

This facility will benefit Myrt School and the large metropolitan area of Lubumbashi. First, it will enable
more efficient use of our faculty resources and guest
The multipurpose
lecturers by combining classes on special topics.
room is the second
With the school’s high academic reputation, a history
story of the buildof offering a wide range of educational services to the
ing. Puma leads a
community and other schools and now accessible by
tour for members
public transportation to a large urban area, the school
of the Lubumbashi
Rotary Club.
needs a larger facility to provide educational instruction to a larger community.

Classroom With Furniture For Myrt 2 Campus
Cost: $30,000

Two classrooms on Myrt 2 campus are not enough
to serve the growing community of Poleni and surrounding villages. The two classrooms provide education for grades 1 and 2 in the morning and 3
and 4 in the afternoon. Fifth and sixth grade students must walk several kilometers to the Myrt 1
campus.

This is one of two
classrooms built in
2008 and 2009 for
grades 1 - 4. A new
classroom is needed
for grades 5 and 6.
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Clinic And Training Center (Phase 1)

Fall 2013

Cost: $30,000

Site preparation in 2009 included a well and foundation for a medical center on land across from
Myrt 2 campus in Poleni village. The land has remained nearly vacant. Under Congolese law, we
risk losing the land altogether if we don’t build a
permanent structure on the land soon. An alternative solution is to build the Myrt 2 classroom for
grades 5 and 6 on the medical complex property.

This site for
the planned
medical center
in Poleni village is at risk
under Congolese law if a
structure is
not built soon.

“New” Computers For Learning Lab
Cost: $5,000

In our last issue, we described plans for students to build 30 computers to replace those stolen last year. The
plan was scrapped after Intel announced that they would stop manufacturing motherboards, the key component. Prices then more than doubled.

Fortunately, the experience gained in developing the ambitious plan opened new doors. We found a sustainable source for batches of identical refurbished laptops at a price less than half that of the lowest price of the
new Intel motherboards. Our new plan ranks better in each of our eight evaluation criteria, except for providing students with as much learning opportunity of assembling
computers.
The total cost, including shipping, will be nearly $150 per computer, slightly less that the student-built plan. Each computer will
be loaded with 100% free open source software. Students will use
the two Intel motherboards that we purchased for evaluation as network servers containing many terabytes of educational softare.

We will continue to evaluate the new generation of small integrated motherboards for a student-built computer program.

The restored computer lab will have 30
laptops (right) and 2 network servers (left).

In Honor Of Uncle Rasta, My Inspiration

It is with tears in my eyes and a broken heart that I announce the death of one of the pioneers of Myrt
School and all projects of Able and Willing in the
D.R.C. From the beginning of Myrt to the day he
died, his presence was felt, especially his very active
presence in all village affairs and in Able and Willing
education projects. A man who was a living example
of giving without expecting anything in return. He
was always willing to sacrifice his time and money for
the well-being of others.
Kahongo Mwamba Funda Maloba, aka, Rasta, the last
son of the Lwaba village kingdom princess, Banza
Mwange Muhombo wa Kilwa na Mahaya. The king-

2011: Rasta (left) with Puma on construction site of one
of the campuses of the phonomenally successful Myrt
School system in DRC.
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dom motto was “Balwila kwaba ke ba lwila nshima”
(Luba-Katanga for “we fight to give not to take”). He
died on Monday September 23, 2013 at 12:00 noon at
the age of 76.

He was an uncle, a pioneer, and, more than anything,
he was like a father to me since the day I saw the sun
in this world. In good times and bad he was there for
me. He was poor but he gave me the riches of hope in
the future and inspiration to be who I want to be.
When I was injured in the accident last year he stayed
outside the hospital 24 hours each day while I lay unconsious, fasting and praying for me.

Fall 2013

Without him I feel lost, like a road with no travelers,
like a tree without roots, a house without foundation.
I need all the support I can get. In this world today,
I have no father, no mother, no grandfather or grandmother, and now, no special uncle. He was a blessed
man. He knew that he was dying and he called me a
week before with final words of wisdom and love and
to say goodbye.
Please hold him in the light.

Wa Mbuyu, Puma

REVE Kandale Projects

Colette will leave for Kandale on October 19 to direct projects until
November 23. The ambitious plans include:

•

•

•

Build six classrooms with adobe bricks (made locally in DRC)
and 1000 sheets of tin metal roofing. We still need funding for
155 sheets of tin roofing at $15 per sheet. Please help with a
donation for the roofing. Five sheets are only $75.

Plant 1,000 fruit trees, including trees with medicinal properties.

Students line up at doors of six

Lauch “REVE’s Friends of the Environment Day”. This will
classrooms built before 2013 under
recognize local chiefs and community members who have consis
the direction of Greg and Colette.
tently promoted the campaign for the protection of the environment
by volunteering to plant trees and promoting our campaign against bushfire and abusive logging of trees.

Village chiefs and volunteers from
local villages welcome Colette.

Women
show the
seeds they
will be
planting

The REVE Kandale Story

REVE stands for Rehabilitation de l’Espace Vert et des Ecoles (reviving the green spaces and schools).
Kandale is a village in DRC that is 700 miles directly northwest of Myrt Schools. This is the site of a labor
of love project started in 2010 by our newest board members, Greg and Colette Ramm. They met in the
early 1980’s while teaching at a school in Kandale. After they left, the school deteriorated under the war
conditions in the Congo. Greg and Colette have the energy and skills to revive the green spaces and schools
in the villages surrounding Kandale.
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Moringa for Children’s Health In Mali

Progress continues on the Dia Farm in Mali for growing
Moringa and coordinating the children’s program at the
local clinic in Manabougou (near the Niger River and about
60 kilometers from Bamako, the capital). Badara Dia, aka,
Papa, traveled to Mali in July and August to oversee the
project. Mamadou, Papa’s father and AWIEF board member, left on September 11 and will return December 16.

As of August, there were 23 underweight and malnourished
children enrolled in the program. Many mothers are clamoring to enroll their children. The challenge now is to keep
up with the demand. Leaves are now harvested three to
four times a month depending on the rate of growth (sometimes trees have mind of their own and the leaves do not
grow fast enough!) None-the-less, the clinic is being supplied on regular basis with leaf powder. The recent purchase of a motorcycle has facilitated the regular delivery of
leaf powder as it is faster and cheaper than the truck previously used.

Our vision is to put in place a local entity that will be in
charge and run the Moringa for Health Project in Mali.
Also, the entity will be linked to and coordinate with the
Able and Willing International Education Fund (AWIEF).
My goal is to ensure that the Moringa project will be eligible for some government assistance and/or other funding
opportunities to expand the program to include many more
villages. Additional funding will support the construction
of a drying, grinding and storage facility to process larger
quantities of Moringa Health Powder.

Mothers with their children line up to receive
bags of powdered Moringa leaves at the local
clinic.

Moringa leaves are sorted before processing.

As for the fire wall, we have not been able to raise enough
funds and construction has stopped. To discourage intruders
we are building fences with old tires. Our intent is to remind people that this is private property.

Old tires serve
as a fence to
mark the property line.

Thank you for your continued support.
Mamadou Dia

E-cycle and Document Shreading Event

November 2 at the Jefferson Ruratan Club, Lander Rd. exit on US 340 south.
• $10 per box of documents or electronics.
• Protect your identity and protect the earth
•

See website for details: http://AbleAndWilling.org
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR
A TASTE OF AFRICA
and African Exhibition

Fall 2013

SUNDAY, December 8, 2013
3pm to 5 pm

WAY STATION
230 W PATRICK STREET, FREDERICK, MD
Suggested donation $25

Please Help

The parents in these villages are able and willing to work on building the schools.

The students are able and eager to learn. The Myrt School staff is able and working hard.
Puma has devoted his life to developing human resources in Congo.

New African board members are committed to new projects for nutrition and clean water and
help for young people with disabilities.

Please continue your partnership with Able & Willing and invest in a better future in Africa.
$100 pays for 5 ft. of security wall around Myrt 1 campus
$250 pays for tuition, books, shoes and uniform for one student for a year.
$1500 pays for material to make desks for an entire classroom

I would like to make a tax-deductible contribution of $_________________
Use for Myrt School projects

Use for Project Moringa in Mali

Use for Kenya Projects

Use for REVE Kandale projects

Use for Cameroon Projects
Use for All Projects

Send to:
AWIEF
P.O. Box 4303
Frederick, MD 21705-4303

My Address:

or donate securely online

Please use my email to
save postage and printing: ___________________________________________________

Able & Willing International Education Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)3 non-profit, non-religious, all-volunteer run organization. All contributions are tax-deductible. For a copy of our current financial statement, please write, phone or email us.

AskUs@AbleAndWilling.org

301-685-3282

http://AbleAndWilling.org

