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A poster contest to raise funds and awareness was held recently at Walkersville Middle School. Winners include,
from left, front row, Rosa Gonzales, second place; Blair Underwood, fourth place; Elia Goffi, sixth place; Matthew
Nalley, first place; Emily Zimmerman, fifth place; Zach Rocker and Eric FongSam, third place; back row, Jim
Carpenter and Mbuyu “Puma” Wa Mbuyu from Able and Willing International Education Foundation.

Able and Willing educates local
students about African schools
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WALKERSVILLE — Students at
Walkersville Middle School held a
poster contest to raise awareness
and funds for the Able and Willing
International Education Foundation.
As part of their social studies
and science curriculums, the sixth
grade students made posters about
education in the Democratic Republic
of Congo. Then the student body
cast votes for their favorite posters
using coins and dollars.
Coordinated by Julie Dixon, the
school’s media specialist, the events
lasted most of the day and consisted
of recognition of winners and
contestants, and presentations by
Mbuyu “Puma” Wa Mbuyu, Able
and Willing’s founder, assisted by
Jim Carpenter, Able and Willing’s
treasurer and chief geek. During
his visit, Mbuyu talked to students

about growing up in Africa, comparing
schools in Africa and U.S.,
and discussed what Able and Willing
is doing to make things better in
Africa. He joined the students in
playing with the model cars he
made out of scrap wire when he was
growing up in the Congo. The winners
of the contest were invited to
have lunch in the media center with
Mbuyu and Carpenter.
“I’m so pleased to have spent the
day with such talented, intelligent
students,” Mbuyu said. “I was
impressed by their energy, curiosity
and insightful questions.
“And I also want to personally
thank the faculty and staff of Walkersville
Middle School, specifically,
Julie Dixon, media specialist, Sandy
Dodson and Glen Selby from sixth
grade social studies, and Erin
Darichuk and Tammy Delauter of
sixth-grade science.”

This is the fourth year that
sixth-graders in the school have
held the poster contest to further
awareness of the cause and raise
funds for Able and Willing — totaling
more than $1,650 over the past
four years. This is enough money to
buy material to make desks for an
entire classroom of 30 students. The
desks are made by students in training
at the vocational schools established
by Able and Willing in the
Congo.
The Able and Willing International
Education Foundation is dedicated
to building self-supporting,
self-governing schools in areas of
need throughout the world. Incorporated
in 2000, headquartered in
Frederick and run entirely by volunteers,
Able and Willing is a nondenominational,
nonprofit, 501(c)(3)
and is a grass-roots organization

