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Celebrating 24 Years ofWork in Africa!

1994 saw the start of construction on a two room school in Zaire (now, the Democratic Republic of Congo,

DRC) in a village with no electricity, wells, toilets or literacy. Myrt School now includes preschool through high

school and is rated the best on all levels in the Katanga Province based on national exams. WaMbuyu Tech is

rated tops by the Belgian Technical Corporation. We have started or helped projects in several other countries.

The newest project, a special needs school in Kenya, will be covered in our next newsletter. Read about the

projects below and on our website, http://AbleAndWilling.org.

Able & Willing is searching for volunteers to teach at any level or train teachers at Myrt schools in
Congo. Food and lodging is furnished. Call or text Jim Carpenter at 3015141356

Word From The Founder
Dear Friends,

I have long been grateful, yet uncomfortable,
when I hear praise from people who hear the
story of Able and Willing and who give me so
much credit for the organization’s success. The
congratulations and praise are hard earned –
for Myrt school, WaMbuyuTech, and
WaMbuyu Tennis Academy – and for whatever
is yet to come. But not by me alone.

While I am the founder of Able and Willing
and of Myrt school, I know that I am simply
an ordinary man with a dream – one that has
been constructed over decades, brick by brick,
not just by me but by all those who support
Able and Willing in so many ways. From my
family, to the board members and their
families, and to you and your families  the
credit for Able and Willing’s successes belong
to all. I deeply appreciate the kind words
directed at me, but know that I am just one

man and it would be selfish for me to claim
the credit for myself.

Over time parents of some of the children in
our programs thank me personally with gifts 
chickens, goats  for the help their children
get from Myrt. It would be selfish for me to
accept these gifts for my own enjoyment
because I know that so many Able and Willing
supporters deserve to share in them.Of course,
I can’t share one chicken or goat with you
since we are worlds apart from one another.

So, when such gifts are offered, I politely
refuse, thanking them, and telling them that
credit for our project is due to all Myrt’s
supporters. Instead, I make two suggestions.
One is to “pay it forward” – to do an act of
kindness for a less fortunate child or family on
our behalf. Two is to take their gift back
home, have a party with family, neighbors, and
friends to celebrate the success of their child,



Staff and students at Mryt School and
WaMbuyu Tech are finishing their fall semester

and preparing for Chrismas vacation. The year
started our well with enrollement at 510
students. That's a good start but more students
are expected to enroll in the new semester as
conditions continue to improve in the village.
Major improvements in the road from
Lubumbashi going past the school make it
easier for students to get to classes.

The village has changed a lot since Puma
started building the first classroom in 1994 and
much of this is due to the success of Myrt
School. The vast improvements in people's
living conditions have brought new challenges
and opportunities which we'll elaborate in our
next newsletter. For now staff and students are
enjoying the benefits of 24 years of progress
and looking forward to Puma's return in 2019.

Our goal for this next year is to continue to
improve quality education at Myrt Schools.
Our target is $35,000 for FY2018. We are about
half way there.

Holiday Greetings from Myrt School
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then invite me to share in their joy.

Sadly, I have never known anyone to act on my
suggestions. I know that it is not for me judge,
but I believe – I must believe –that it will
happen  someone, somewhere, sometime. So
it’s okay.

I know from your continued support that you
believe that a better future is possible. Without
your help, a better future might never arrive.
You may not be rich, but true kindness and
generosity begin in the heart and the ability to
see yourself in another being’s shoes. This is
what I believe.

My friends, together we have made such a
difference in the wellbeing of life in
Tshamalele village where Myrt School and
WaMbuyu Tech are located. I thank you from
the bottom of my heart for your commitment to
continue giving, and helping others through
Able and Willing.
Let’s all keep up the
good work.

Again thank you so
much to all of you.

Sincerely,
WaMbuy (Puma)

Please hold Puma in the light as he makes plans for retiring from International

Brotherhood of Electrical Woriksers to spend more time teaching in Congo.

Happy Holiday Greetings
and Thank You for your support
from the students at Myrt School!
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Students in 6th grade computer class. The class
has a total of 20 computers, some not shown.

The project to build a school for young people with learning disabilities awaits approval from
Kenya's National Environmental Management Authority (NEMA). First, NEMA must approve our
appliction for rezoning from agriculture to residential. Second, our building
design was rejected because it does not conform to public school design
standards, even though this is not a public school. Maggie Lusweti, the
project founder and Able & Willing board member, will submit a plan that
conforms to public school standards.

The initial stage of the plan includes three classrooms (for grades one
through three), three bathrooms (for boys, girls and teachers), an office and a
break room  a total of 8 rooms.

After the zoning and designs are approved and we have the funds, we can
proceed with the construction. We'll need $20,000 to start construction.

Kenya Project Update

George Murunga is
the lawyer who
handled the land
aquisition.

Students and staff in Myrt School tennis team

Students in Myrt School Scouting for Education Program



Please Help
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Please Join Us For

A Taste of Africa
A Benefit Dinner for Able & Willing

Sunday, December 2, 201 8
3:00 - 5:00 pm

Way Station, 230 West Patrick
Frederick, Maryland

Favorite African dishes, African music, displays and gifts

Chat with board members and friends with stories and news of Africa

The parents in these villages are able and willing to work on building the schools.

The students are able and eager to learn.

Able & Willing is committed to helping the parents and students and their community improve
their educational opportunities.

Please continue your partnership with Able & Willing and invest in a better future in Africa.

I would like to make a tax-deductible contribution of $_________________
My Address: Send to:

AWIEF
P.O. Box 4303
Frederick, Md 217054303

Or donate securely online:
http://AbleAndWilling.org

Please use my email to
save postage and printing: ___________________________________________ 2018/12

Able & Willing International Education Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, nonreligious, all volunteer run organization. All contributions are tax
deductible. For a copy of our current financial statement, please write, phone or email us

AskUs@AbleAndWilling.org 301-685-3282 http://AbleAndWilling.org




